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A big thank you to Josh Lewis, CEM, CMVP, Engineering
Manager at Nerva Energy in Stoney Creek, who gave an
excellent presentation in November on Ductwork Leakage
- Effects and Efficiency Opportunities. An important topic,
as evidenced in the case studies presented. 

Thank you to YEA, members and volunteers who
participated in our YEA Trivia Night (virtual interactive),
one of our annual chapter social events. Our organizer,
Marco Ciallella, did a great job setting this up and
engaging us virtually. 

Please join us Tuesday, December 7, at 5:00 p.m. for our
next virtual program, “Bridging the Gap: Preventing
Conflict Between Engineers and Contractors,” with
speaker Niss Feiner, C.Tech, CHD.

There are some updates on ASHRAE Society’s website
worth checking out, including a podcast on the design
of ASHRAE’s new Net Zero global headquarters .
Looking ahead to ASHRAE’s 2022 Winter Conference
(Las Vegas, Nevada) January 29-February 2, we can
expect a hybrid of in-person and virtual programming.  

Thank you to all of our engaged ASHRAE members and
volunteers. You are the backbone of ASHRAE!  

As we approach the holiday season, I wish you all
happiness and good health to you and your family and
friends. 

Robyn Ellis
Hamilton Chapter President 2020-2022
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Topic: Ductwork Leakage - Effects and Efficiency Opportunities 
 
Speaker: Josh Lewis, CEM, CMVP, Engineering Manager, Nerva Energy Group 

Date: Tuesday, November 9, 2021 at 5:00 p.m. 
 
Where: Webinar 
 
Josh Lewis provided an overview of duct leakage, the impact of duct leakage on
buildings/mechanical systems, and opportunities to improve efficiency using duct sealing
technologies.

Related to the presentation, SMACNA has recently issued new standards for duct
construction, which among other items, now includes a section on spray and aerosolized
duct sealants.

Thank you to everyone that attended. 
 
Presentation Summary: 

Ductwork Fundamentals
Air Duct Leakage Facts & Problems
Leaks and Energy Waste
Traditional Solutions
Sealing Technologies
Case Studies 

Please contact Mitchell Rohrer (rohrer.mitchell@gmail.com) for any
questions/suggestions relating to the ASHRAE Hamilton 2021-22 program.

December Webinar

https://www.contractingbusiness.com/learning-resources/article/21178202/smacna-issues-new-edition-hvac-duct-construction-standards
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REGISTRATION DEADLINE: MONDAY, DECEMBER 6th, 2021

A WEBINAR ACCESS LINK WILL BE SENT PRIOR TO THE EVENT
 

Topic:
Bridging the Gap: Preventing Conflict Between Engineers and

Contractors

It doesn’t have to be this way. We can do better!

It seems so straight forward. Engineers and Contractors are teammates with the common
goal of improving a property. It doesn’t matter if it’s a renovation, new build, or an addition,
both parties are working towards the same end. So why is there so much friction? Why is
there such animosity? 

In this presentation we will explore the causes of conflict between the engineering and
contracting sides, as well as examples of common mistakes made by both parties that
increase the likelihood of a project turning sour. At the end of the presentation you will be
able to better understand the other person's position and rationale as well as make small
changes to your own processes that will make for smoother interactions and a smoother
project.

Nobody wants to leave a meeting upset, lose money on a project, or embarrass
themselves in front of the client. When you establish common ground, and better
understand the people you interact with daily, you are freer to focus on the bottom line.

Speaker: 
Niss Feiner, C.Tech., CHD

Delta-T Designs Inc.

Niss Feiner has been in the industry since January 2006. With his background on the
construction end, Niss has been able to provide practical and effective solutions on the
engineering side through his company Delta-T Designs Inc.

A firm believer in ongoing education and industry participation, Niss is a Certified
(Engineering) Technician with the Ontario Association of Certified Engineering
Technicians and Technologists, and in October of 2019 became the first designer in
Canada to hold the Certified HVAC Designer designation as provided by ASHRAE.

As of March 2020, Niss was also accepted to the instruction team for the Heating,
Refrigeration, and Air Conditioning Institute of Canada (HRAI) providing instruction on
building load calculations and system design, and in September 2020, Niss joined George
Brown College as a Professor in the HVAC Technology program.

In October 2020, Niss joined the HRAI Advisory Council on Indoor Air Quality in
Commercial and Institutional Buildings as the Council Secretariat, where his duties
included preliminary technical vetting of documents, coordination with committee



members, and production and editing of final documentation produced by the committee.
This council’s current primary focus is building operation during the SARS-CoV-2
Pandemic.

Niss is highly involved with ASHRAE at the local and society level. He serves as a voting
member of the Board of Governors for the Toronto Chapter of ASHRAE, as well as serves
on the Society Historical Committee as Vice-Chair and is a Member of ASHRAE Technical
Committee 2.2 (Plant and Animal Environment) and ASHRAE Technical Committee 5.10
(Kitchen Ventilation). He also contributed to the creation of the Certified HVAC Designer
study guide, and to the Commercial Kitchen Ventilation Design Guide (currently under
production).

Agenda:
5:00 p.m. ASHRAE Hamilton Updates

5:00 p.m. Presentation
6:00 p.m. Q&A

6:30 p.m. Close-out

CLICK HERE TO REGISTER

Please contact Mitchell Rohrer (rohrer.mitchell@gmail.com) for any
questions/suggestions relating to the ASHRAE Hamilton 2021-22 program.

Research Promotion Update
Thank you to last year's contributors to our Research Promotion (RP) campaign:

Organizations - Gold Level
University of Waterloo

Organizations - Bronze Level
Emerson Climate Technologies
O'Dell Associates Inc.
ASHRAE Hamilton Chapter

Individuals
Mark Long
Aaron Besseling
Robyn Ellis
Mitchell Rohrer
Stan Holko
Iain Hill
Professor Roger Delisle
John Koko
Reg Barsoum
Michael Harris

2021-2022 RP Committee
Iain Hill, Chair

Aaron Besseling, Member
Robyn Ellis, Member
John Molnar, Member

David Rasmussen, Member
Mitchell Rohrer, Member

RP Goal for 2020-2021: $10,000
Contributions to Date: $125

If you would like to contribute to the future of ASHRAE Research, you can click here or
when you renew your annual membership, you can choose to make a contribution to
ASHRAE Research Canada.

For any questions about donating to ASHRAE Research Canada, please contact Iain Hill
(iain.d.hill@jci.com). 
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ASHRAE Certifications
Do You Know About ASHRAE Certifications?

ASHRAE certification programs were founded to meet the industry needs of today and
provide value to thousands of built-environment professionals, employers and building
owners.

For the past 100+ years ASHRAE has worked hard to earn and maintain a worldwide
reputation for being the leader in HVAC&R design. ASHRAE certification programs serve
to reinforce that reputation.

ASHRAE certification programs:
Are developed by industry practitioners who understand the knowledge and
experience that are expected for superior building design and system operation
Assure employers and clients of subject mastery
Serve as a springboard for continued professional development
Offer an easy-to-apply process
Allow non-native English speakers additional testing time

Certification programs available include:

Learn more here.

Mitchell Rohrer
Chapter Technology Transfer Chair

https://www.ashrae.org/professional-development/ashrae-certification


Invitation to Subscribe to Government Affairs
Update

Subscribe now to this bi-weekly newsletter to stay connected with the most recent
government activities around the world, pertaining to building professionals like you. 
 

Subscribe Now
 
You can access the most recent Government Affairs Update from this page!

Membership Promotion

Interested in becoming a member?
Apply online or by mail.

Are you a student looking to become an
ASHRAE member?

The Hamilton Chapter is excited to continue its initiative to promote and support students
that wish to explore the opportunities ASHRAE can provide. For the 2020/2021 year the

Chapter is sponsoring students who sign up to become student members by funding their
membership dues for one year.

Students - Learn more here!
Reaz Usmanali
Membership Promotion Chair

Chapter Notes

https://ashrae.realmagnet.land/gau-newsletter-signup
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http://files.constantcontact.com/f1f6b37f601/deaa0604-8518-44a3-b3a6-634a86c31e06.pdf


Call for Presentations Now Open!

ASHRAE is happy to announce the Call for Presentations for the 2022 Ventilation
Conference taking place June 22-24, 2022 in Toronto, Canada. The proposed conference
theme is “leading edge industrial ventilation technologies for a low-carbon environment.”
The goal of the conference is for international engineers, practitioners, researchers,
scientists and regulatory personnel working in the specialized industrial ventilation field to
share recent advancements from a global perspective in the field of ventilation and
contaminant control.
 
Speakers are invited to submit presentation proposals between 15 – 30 or 45 – 90-
minutes in length. Individual presentation, seminar, panel and workshop sessions are
welcomed. The conference organizers strongly encourage creative and interactive
presentations.
 
Key Issues to be Covered:

Occupational health, environmental emissions and safety considerations in
industrial process ventilation system design and applications
Innovations in ventilation system (Equipment, Innovative sensors measurements,
energy efficiency, productivity, sustainability, etc.)
Thermal Hydraulic Modeling, measurement and test & balancing techniques, AI
applications, optimization models, data mining, etc.
Industrial HVAC Systems - Innovation & Best Practices (Equipment, Controls, Risk
Management, Energy Efficiency, Productivity, Sustainability, etc.)
Best practices and risk evaluations and management in industrial ventilation and air
conditioning systems application (advanced manufacturing, health care/operating
theatres, professional kitchens, clean spaces/nanotechnology, tunnel and mine
ventilation, power plants etc.)
Modeling Advances (New techniques, automation, scripting, etc.)
Best practices in data center and ventilation and air conditioning system design and
applications.
Filtration Systems for Contaminant Control
Lessons learned in industrial ventilation and air conditioning systems design and
applications.

 
Presentation proposals are due Jan. 21, 2022. If accepted, presentations will be due in
May 2022.

Submit Today

https://www.conftool.org/ventilation-2021/index.php?page=login
https://www.conftool.org/ventilation-2021/index.php?page=login


Overview of Session Types:
 
Individual Presentation: 15–30-minute presentation addressing a topic from the key
issues featured listing.
 
Panels: Panel discussions can feature a broad range of subjects from the key issues list
and explore different perspectives on issues in the industry. Panels are typically 60
minutes in length.
 
Seminars: Seminars feature presentations on subjects of current interest. Seminars are
typically 60-90 minutes in length and can be submitted with multiple presentations.
Individual presentations can also be formed to create a seminar session.
 
Workshops: Workshops enable technical committees and other ASHRAE committees to
provide a series of short presentations on a topic requiring specific expertise. These short
presentations are provided with an increased emphasis on audience participation and
training in a specific set of skills. Workshops are typically 60-90 minutes in length.

Job Board
Is your company looking for its next new hire? Contact Christopher Hofland, Newsletter
Editor, at chris.hofland@alumni.utoronto.ca to advertise the posting here in the Airways
newsletter! Postings are free for chapter members!

A Warm Thank You to Our
Sponsors

YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE!
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Volunteerism
We are always looking for more volunteers to
help strengthen our chapter.

If you are Interested in getting involved please
contact Robyn Ellis at
robyn.ellis.eagles@gmail.com.

VISIT OUR WEBSITE

This newsletter is published by the ASHRAE Hamilton Chapter of ASHRAE. It does not
present official positions of the Society nor reflect Society policy. ASHRAE chapters may
not act for the Society and the information presented here has not had Society review. To
learn more about ASHRAE activities on an international level, contact the ASHRAE home
page at http://www.ashrae.org.
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