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As our Chapter's year
draws to a close, I can't
help but look back and
see what a great year
we've had and the
challenges that we've
overcome.

Once again, CTTC Chair
Mitchell Rohrer put
together an excellent
lineup of technical
presentations (the annual
event at the Canadian Warplane Heritage Museum is
always one of my personal favourites), and seamlessly
transitioned to a webinar format when the coronvirus
pandemic hit so we could continue providing value to our
members. And let's not forget the celebration of the
Chapter's 60th anniversary at the University Club of
McMaster that featured several of the Chapter's past
presidents.

YEA Chair Marco Ciallella ran several successful events
giving our younger members an opportunity to network
(and have some fun!), including an axe throwing
competition.

Student Activities Chairs Mark Long and John Molnar
supported students in getting to know ASHRAE better,
and the Chapter sponsored several students to attend the
Chapters Regional Conference and ASHRAE Winter
Conference in Orlando - see the report by student
member Rex Camit below.

Have you read the interesting biographies of past
members that make their way into the newsletters? All the
work of Social Committee Chair David Rasmussen. If
you've missed them, past issues of the Airways
newsletter can be found on our website - I encourage you
to give them a read. Alas, despite Dave's valiant efforts,
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we've postponed our annual golf tournament until
September, but as always he's working hard to make this
happen.

You don't get to see many of the other Committee Chairs
and volunteers front and centre, but they're always
working hard in the background to support the Chapter
and membership, as well as ASHRAE at large, whether
it's through raising donations for ASHRAE Research
Canada, welcoming our new members, promoting our
society with government officials, making sure the
Chapter's finances are sound, keeping the website up to
date, or taking meeting minutes so that we can keep our
chapter activities on track as we balance so many
competing demands at work and home.

It has been a challenging start to 2020, but as the
province begins to open up after the pandemic lockdown,
ASHRAE is continuing to provide COVID-19
Preparedness Resources to our members. Make sure
you also check out the free building reopening
webinars being offered into July.

Stay safe and healthy, and we'll see you in September for
another great year!

Christopher Hofland
Hamilton Chapter Newsletter Editor

2020 Winter Conference Student Report
2020 ASHRAE Orlando Winter Conference Report

February 1-5, 2020
By Rex Camit, ASHRAE Hamilton Student Member

The ASHRAE Winter Conference 2020 was held at the Orlando Orange County
Convention Center (OCCC) from February 1-5, 2020. Most of the student activities and
technical sessions / seminars were held at the Hilton Orlando Hotel, while the main expo
grounds and additional seminars were mainly situated at the OCCC (West Concourse).

Day 1 (Saturday, February 1, 2020):  Attended the Pamela Duffy, P.Eng. presentation on
"HVAC: The Solution for a Sustainable Future" where she solicited the help of young
engineers like me to meet the needs of our planet today without sacrificing the resources
of the future. Discussions were made on how HVAC engineers make a difference from the
past, present and the near future. I have met fellow students representing Canada, USA
and the rest of the world which created a sense of camaraderie among fellow engineering-
minded people like me.

Afterwards, my fellow ASHRAE Hamilton student members (Yuna Oh from Waterloo
University and Jay Bolhuis from Conestoga College) attended the Plenary Session where
presentations of honors and awards (e.g. Student Design Competition) were bestowed to
the best ASHRAE engineering students in the world. I was lucky to get some pictures of
the winners as shown below.
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I also attended the Young Engineers in ASHRAE (YEA)/Technical Committee (TC) Mixer
event at Hilton Orlando where we met fellow students and networked with various
ASHRAE YEA/TC members through an activity game of poker run.

To cap off the night, we were lucky enough to attend the ASHRAE Welcome Party at the
TOPGOLF tee party where we (ASHRAE Hamilton Branch student members) were able to
network with fellow ASHRAE Maryland members. It was my first time playing golf and I got
one of the highest scores on my first try (beginner's luck)! We exchanged business cards
as we look forward to meeting again at future ASHRAE events.

Day 2 (Sunday, February 2, 2020):  I was able to attend an interactive
discussion/exercise hosted by Julia Keen, P.Eng. about "Engineering Ethics in Practice"
which includes a structured interactive exercise where the students were given a copy of
the ASHRAE and Professional Engineering Code of Ethics as a resource in making ethical
decision making. Realistic ethical dilemmas from the practice of building design and
construction were presented.

I was also lucky to be part of the student tour at the largest LEED Gold certified
convention center in the world. Fellow ASHRAE Orlando members (who are likewise
OCCC staff members) led the tour of the Orange County Convention Centre (North-South
Concourse) that accommodated our student group (three groups of 30-40 students) for the
rest of the afternoon. The highlights of the tour included: (1) solar panel located on the
roof; (2) massive sets of air handling units and other mechanical components; (3) Building
Automation System (BAS); and (4) humongous-spaced exhibition areas (where it once
housed multiple evacuees from the victims of Hurricanes Irma, Dorian, Maria and other
high intensity natural calamities that this region has experienced in past years).



I also attended the Regional Dinner with fellow ASHRAE members from the industry and
the academe. This dinner was fully-packed represented by members coming from Regions
II, III, IX, X and XII. Fortunately, the dinner happened in time for Superbowl LIV at Uncle
Julio's Sportsbar. I was able to meet one of our famous distinguished lecturers Karine
Leblanc (of Quebec) and ASHRAE student recruitment video guru Devin Abellon (of
British Columbia) to name a few. It was a successful night of networking and meeting
fellow engineering students and friends that share the same passion in the industry.

Day 3 (Monday, February 3, 2020): I was honored to attend my Technical Committee 1.6
(Terminology) meeting (as a Webmaster) from 8:00-11:00 a.m. at the Hilton Orlando
where we discussed the results of the ASHRAE Kansas Summer Conference meeting and
the current agenda for this 2020 Winter Conference. It was a fruitful event as I took part in
the decision making process of the group as one of the voting members of the committee.

I was also honored to attend the President's Luncheon hosted by 2019- 2020 ASHRAE
President/Engineer Darryl K. Boyce (also from Canada). There were presentations of
generous ASHRAE donations (amounting to millions of $US) from the industry and also
from private individuals that will be used towards advancement/research in the building
sciences, especially in the HVAC industry.



I also attended the technical session/workshop on "Best Practices of the Mentor-Mentee
Relationship" in the afternoon as it was a fruitful interactive workshop on how a
professional mentorship of fellow engineers should be conducted in the industry. This is
how great minds at a young age (even old age) are nurtured as much as possible to
harbor creativity and encourage new innovations to the advantage of the HVAC industry. I
also met fellow ASHRAE Toronto student coordinator Engineer Kajen Ethirve (from
Ryerson University).

I also attended the technical session on "Vision by XOI Technologies: The Mobile App
making every Tech your Best Tech" with fellow ASHRAE Toronto student member Munaf
Awadia. This technical session discussed and promoted the use of their mobile app to aid
in field-based troubleshooting of building issues (e.g. mechanical components, safety
issues, etc.) by their technicians using live streaming videos and photos that shorten labor
times and costs in the short- and long-term, thereby delivering quality work and
rejuvenating customer relationships.

I was also invited to attend a dinner function with fellow ASHRAE Toronto/Hamilton
industry/student members (notably Engineer Kurt Monteiro of Smith & Andersen, Engineer
Alekhya Kaianathbhatta of Price Industries, and Engineer Badri Patel of Johnson
Controls) near the Orlando Eye Ferris Wheel sponsored by one of their clients (who are
ASHRAE members too).



Day 4 (Tuesday, February 4, 2020):  I attended a technical session entitled "Improving
Organizational Productivity with Building Automation Systems." This session discussed
research worth US $150,000 showing existing data which enable decision makers to
benchmark their buildings against others on multiple organizational productivity metrics
using building automation systems. This method/technique gives guidance on how to use
this information to make strategic decisions to the benefit of their organization and
employees.

I was also lucky to have visited hundreds of exhibitors in the main expo area of the OCCC
(West Concourse), especially big companies (e.g. Honeywell, Johnson Controls, etc.), to
intermediate to small companies (e.g. Reversomatic exhaust/vacuum cleaning units,
rotary heat exchangers; TowerTech chillers, etc.). It is with much interest and fervor to see
new products from the industry that represent the current innovations, trends and creativity
that our fellow engineers and technologists have meticulously designed and eventually
improved throughout the years in the industry. The leisurely to brisk walk throughout the
exhibit floors was an arduous but rewarding journey throughout the convention center as it
is quite inspiring to see the upbeat signals of a growing industry in building sciences.
These exhibits come with giveaways too that successfully promote their products/services.

I also attended another technical session on "Best Practice for Ongoing Commissioning"



where use of Ongoing Commissioning (OCx) is providing sustained performance from
New and Existing Building Commissioning as well as an approach for applying
technology-based solutions for optimizing building performance. The Building
Commissioning Association (BCxA) has researched and worked with industry partners in
defining the best practices for OCx, thereby incorporating application optimization into
building automation & controls and facility/building management. The speaker was Tracey
Jumper of the Building Commissioning Association (BCxA).

Day 5 (Wednesday, February 5, 2020):  I also attended the technical session entitled
"Parking Garage Gas Detector Installations Made Easier with the Conspec Controls
OPTIO." These Conspec controls and gadgets are mainly carbon monoxide (CO) and
Nitrogen Oxide (NO2) detectors and are the perfect solution for contractors and engineers
who are struggling with timely installations, confusing system setups, and complicated
calibrations. The speaker, Benjamin Cope, discussed the user friendly approach using
their product, thereby exhibiting ease of functionality satisfying various clientele in the
industry.

In addition to this, after maximizing attendance the past few days to various technical
sessions at the Hilton Orlando and the OCCC West Concourse, I was still able to attend
the technical session "How Ayla's IoT solutions is redefining HVACR Asset Management."
This session discussed how this IoT platform (specifically the HVACR equipment) can be
easily connected and remotely monitored for performance and operational anomalies and
effectively managed through web-based portals and mobile applications. The session
speaker Prashanth Shetty was adamant that this platform will ensure efficiency and
extend its product life-cycle.

It was with great honour that I was selected by the ASHRAE Hamilton Branch in
representing ASHRAE McMaster University at this 2020 ASHRAE Orlando Winter
Conference. I will be presenting this report to my student branch as evidence that my
educational enrichment from this international conference was worth the trip. I hope I can
inspire fellow ASHRAE McMaster University student chapter members to be involved in
ASHRAE events in the future.

Special thanks to Mark Long (of Systemair) for being our ASHRAE Hamilton Chapter
student coordinator for most of the important events that would make our student
experience memorable during this winter conference.



Advertise With ASHRAE!
Would you like to advertise in the ASHRAE Hamilton Airways newsletter?

Click Here For Details

https://ashraehamilton.simplesignup.ca/en/3798/index.php?m=eventSummary


Research Promotion
ASHRAE Research Canada is advancing our industry to meet the demands of tomorrow.
Learn more here.

A big thank you to those who contributed to the 2018-19 Research year!

University Of Waterloo, GOLD Level!
Hamilton ASHRAE Chapter

Emerson Climate Technologies, BRONZE Level!
FibreCast Inc

O'Dell Associates Inc
Neelands Refrigeration Ltd

Mr Dave Herbert Lipsit
Goldstone HVACR Inc

Philip Doyle Manufacturing Incorporated
Madok Manufacturing Limited

Mr John P Kokko

https://files.constantcontact.com/f1f6b37f601/cf078fa9-e444-4132-a45f-43a63fb635cc.pdf


Mr Jeremy Stockmans
Mr John S Molnar

Ms Robyn Ellis
Mr Aaron Besseling

Mr Stanislaw Holko, P.Eng
Mr Francisco J Mesicek, CET, PMP

Mr Iain Hill
Mr Neil W Smith

Prof Roger Delisle
Mr George E Menzies

Mr Allen R Haye
Mr Reaz Usmanali, LEED AP, BS

Mr Michael Harris

RP Committee 2019-20:
Frank Mesicek, Chair

John Molnar, Committee Member
David Rasmussen, Committee Member

Mark Long, Committee Member

RP Goal for 2019-20: $10,850
Donations to date: $6,350

For those who would like to invest in ASHRAE Research Canada this year (2019-20),
please contact Frank Mesicek at (905) 870-0419 or fmesicek@gmail.com

-or-

Direct link to contribute online

-or-

Online at ashrae.org (please remember to select ASHRAE Research Canada)

Invitation to Subscribe to Government Affairs
Update

Subscribe now to this bi-weekly newsletter to stay connected with the most recent
government activities around the world, pertaining to building professionals like you. 
 

Subscribe Now
 
You can access the most recent Government Affairs Update from this page!
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Membership Promotion

Interested in becoming a member?
Apply online or by mail.

Are you a student looking to become an
ASHRAE member?

The Hamilton Chapter is excited to continue its initiative to promote and support students
that wish to explore the opportunities ASHRAE can provide. For the 2018/2019 year the

Chapter is sponsoring students who sign up to become student members by funding their
membership dues for one year.

Students - Learn more here!
Reaz Usmanali
Membership Promotion Chair

Chapter Notes

ASHRAE 2020 Virtual Conference: 92 Technical
Sessions for just $99!
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Now, more than ever, you need ASHRAE's technical content. That is why we are offering
timely, relevant content at a significantly reduced price. The 2020 Virtual Conference
includes 92 technical sessions (300 speakers) with PDHs for only $99 for members. That
is about $1 per session!

Join live or listen later, it's up to you! Registration includes access to all technical content
(on-demand for 18 months), live sessions relating to the COVID-19 pandemic, virtual
networking happy hours and updates from Society leaders.

Register Now!

ASHRAE Offers FREE Building Reopening
Webinars

ASHRAE Learning Institute (ALI) will offer FREE webinars plus a detailed course targeted
to the European and Middle East regions, focused on mitigating potential health risks
during reopening of buildings closed during the COVID-19 pandemic. To register and view
other course opportunities, visit the ashrae.org/onlinecourses.

Your NEW ASHRAE Handbook is available for
Download

Your 2020 ASHRAE Handbook—HVAC Systems and Equipment is now available for
download from the ASHRAE Technology Portal. Sign in with your member login
information to download the entire volume or individual chapters.

Visit Technology Portal

New! The Handbook PDF download is now annotatable! Users can highlight relevant text
and add their own notes and comments.
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IDAHO CHAPTER OFFERS ONLINE TECHNICAL
SERIES

Submitted by Brian Emtman, Idaho Chapter Membership Promotion Chair

Every spring, ASHRAE's Idaho chapter offers a day-long technical conference in Boise.
The event draws attendees from around the state and features local and national experts
speaking on a variety of relevant topics.

This year, however, social distancing requirements meant the chapter faced a choice:
cancel the conference entirely or find an alternative way to deliver conference content to
its members. The chapter chose the latter and decided to offer a series of eight live
webcasts featuring sessions that had been slated for the conference. Chapter Research
Promotion Chair and conference coordinator Tom Simenc said, "The ASHRAE community
is so supportive. Every Distinguished Lecturer was excited about the idea and willing to
present."

Normally, technical conference sponsorships are a major source of Research Promotion
fundraising for the chapter. This year, a significant concern for the Chapter was whether
companies would still be willing to sponsor an online conference, especially considering
current economic conditions. However, multiple companies answered the chapter's call for
sponsorships. Simenc said, "The response blew us away. We have great companies here
in Idaho!"

The series was a success, with over 75 people attending at least one session and an
average of about 40 people tuning in for each of the presentations. Registration was free
to Idaho Chapter members, and non-members paid a single $50 registration fee to access
all eight sessions. Sessions included a variety of talks by local experts and ASHRAE
Distinguished Lecturers, including incoming ASHRAE Society President Chuck Gulledge
III. To learn more about ASHRAE's Idaho Chapter, visit https://idahoashrae.com.

Job Board
Is your company looking for its next new hire? Contact Christopher Hofland, Newsletter
Editor, at chris.hofland@alumni.utoronto.ca to advertise the posting here in the Airways
newsletter! Postings are free for chapter members!

A Warm Thank You to Our
Sponsors

YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE!
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Volunteerism
We are always looking for more volunteers to
help strengthen our chapter.

If you are Interested in getting involved please
contact Iain Hill at iain.d.hill@jci.com.

Visit our website
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