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Tuesday, November 8, 2016 

Don’t let your BIM go “BOOM!” 

Dealing with potential liability issues of BIM 

 

E. Mitchell Swann, P. E. 

ASHRAE Distinguished Lecturer 

 

BIM has become a growing industry practice over the past 10 years. 
However, inconsistencies in approach, application, and intended use has 
made the realization of the theoretical benefits of BIM uneven. The lure 
of BIM is the allure of fewer field conflicts, fewer RFIs, a clearer under-
standing of what is being built, and no change orders. But if all parties 
aren’t on the same page, there can be some serious project mishaps 
that can make your BIM plans go BOOM! This program looks at some of 
the areas where a failure to communicate can clobber you.  
 
Mr. Swann has over 20 years of experience in the areas of management, 
engineering and construction for a wide array of clients in diverse indus-
tries in the USA and abroad. Mr. Swann’s career has included dispute 
resolution, consultation, forensic analysis, engineering design, construc-
tion, commissioning, validation and troubleshooting for complex mechan-
ical, instrumentation, electrical and control systems for high-tech industri-
al, institutional and commercial clients. 
 
To register, click here: Register 
 

Holiday Inn Burlinton 

3063 South Service Road 
Burlington, ON 
Halton A Room 

 
 Schedule:    Cost for Dinner Meeting: 

 6:00pm—Networking  Chapter Members—$45 
 6:30pm—Dinner   Non-Members—$65 
 7:30pm—Presentation  Students—$15 

https://ashraehamilton.simplesignup.ca/en/1973/index.php?m=eventSummary


 

 

President’s Report 

 
Looking forward to the 
Tuesday, November 8

th
 

Meeting and the 
ASHRAE Distinguished 
Lecturer. The topic is 
very relevant these 
days: Building Infor-
mation Management. 
 
To recap what hap-
pened at the last two 
monthly meetings: 
 
 

SEPTEMBER 
The September meeting was held Tuesday, 
September 13th at the Holiday Inn Burlington 
with an excellent buffet dinner. The Speaker 
was Vince Zolli, P. Eng., VP of Engineering, 
KeepRite Refrigeration and the topic was 
“Energy Efficiency Options for Commercial Re-
frigeration.” Vince’s presentation was excellent, 
very technical, and drove the following conclu-
sions: 
 
 Canada and the USA are looking to harmo-

nize on eliminating high global warming po-
tential refrigerants and setting minimum en-
ergy efficiency standards (AWEF) 

 EC motors will be key to meeting the effi-
ciency standards 

 Technologies available today that will be 
used to meet future standards: 

 2-speed evaporator EC motors 
 2-speed condenser EC motors 
 Variable speed condenser EC motors 
 Floating head pressure 
 Adaptive defrost 
 Refrigerant selection 

 
OCTOBER 
The October meeting was held Tuesday, Octo-
ber 11 at McMaster University in the Alumni Me-
morial Hall with an excellent plated dinner. The 
speaker was Derek Cheung, P.Eng., VP of Op-
erations, Isotherm Engineering Ltd. He covered 
a number of questions related to Commission-
ing (Cx). For example, what is the impact of 
commissioning on building operation and main-

tainability? What is the key to success in imple-
menting commissioning into a traditional con-
struction process? What are the pitfalls? 
 
The presentation reviewed many case studies 
in how commissioning dovetails into HVAC, 
electrical, and building envelope construction.  
He reviewed the new ASHRAE Standard 202 
and how it evolved through an ASHRAE tech-
nical committee formed in 1982. The standard 
outlines a complete plan for doing a Cx. There 
are 17 chapters detailing the 14 functional steps 
and deliverables to do an effective Cx. The goal 
of Standard 202 is based on a quality focused 
process for enhancing the delivery of a project. 
 
Derek then reviewed examples of faulty installa-
tions he has found. The examples covered 
many of the HVAC&R aspects of a project. He 
then commented that when choosing a person 
or company to do a Cx, check out their exper-
tise, experience, and approach. Ask for refer-
ences. 
 
In conclusion, Derek said our industry is chang-
ing rapidly as new technology becomes availa-
ble. Those doing Cx must keep up with these 
changes. They must guide clients on those suc-
cessful changes to make sure they are imple-
mented on their new projects. 

 
VOLUNTEERISM 
We are still looking for more volunteers that can 
join the various committees: 
 

Administration 
CTTC (Chapter Technology Transfer) 
Grassroots Government Advocacy 
Historian 
Honors and Awards 
MP (Membership Promotion) 
Newsletter 
Refrigeration 
RP (Research Promotion) 
Special Events 
Student Activities 
Webmaster 
YEA (Young Engineers in ASHRAE) 

 
Frank Mesicek, C.E.T., PMP 
Hamilton Chapter President, 2016-2018 
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Curling Anyone? 

If I’ve tweaked your interest, the Hamilton Chap-
ter is looking at throwing a few “rocks” for our 
December Social. This will not be a Bonspiel, 
but more of a  learn-to-Curl type of event. Loca-
tion and Date will be determined after I see the 
feedback on those interested. I can confirm the 
date will NOT be a Saturday or Sunday. 
 
If you’re interested in learning to curl, please 
send me an email only. If there’s enough inter-
est, I will respond with the Date, Cost, and 
Time. After learning, we can play a couple of 
Ends if time permits. Please email me YES re-
plies only to tigerdave60@yahoo.ca  I ask that 
you respond before November 14

th
 so that I can 

proceed with planning. 
 
David Rasmussen 
Social Chairman 2016 

 

Student Membership Promotion 

The Hamilton Chapter is excited to continue its 
initiative to promote and support students that 
wish to explore the opportunities ASHRAE can 
provide. 

For the 2016/17 year, the Chapter is sponsoring 
students who sign up to become student mem-
bers by funding their membership dues for one 
year. More details start on Page 8. 

 

Tech Program Available 
The 2017 ASHRAE Winter Conference & AHR 
Expo Technical Program is now available in 
PDF form as well as through the Personal 
Scheduler. The Personal Scheduler allows you 
to search the technical program, and schedule 
an itinerary for the conference.  More infor-
mation is available here. 

 

ASHRAE Online Courses 
Design of Affordable and Efficient Ground 
Source Heat Pump Systems 

November 7, 2016 
More information 
 

ASHRAE Journal 
Explore the facets of selecting the most efficient 
fan in this month’s cover article. Included are 

limitations and concerns affecting fan system 
performance. Also check out articles on wrap-

around heat pipes, high-glide refrigerant blends, 
and solutions for commercial kitchen fire sup-
pression.  

 

Upcoming Events 

YEA Leadership Weekend 
4—6 November 2016, Charlotte, NC 
More information 
 
2017 ASHRAE Winter Conference 
28 January—1 February, Las Vegas, NV 
More information 
 
 

Updated ASHRAE Standards 
ANSI/ASHRAE/IES Standard 90.1-2016—
Energy Standard for Buildings Except Low-

Rise Residential Buildings 
Standard 90.1 has been a benchmark for com-

mercial building energy codes in the United 
States and a key basis for codes and standards 
around the world for more than 35 years. This 

2016 edition comprises numerous energy-
saving measures and incorporates changes 

from more than 125 addenda.  
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Business Card Advertising 

in "Airways" Bulletin 

As always, you can place a business card ad in the 

"Airways" Bulletin for the low cost of $100.00 per 

card ($200.00 for a double sized ad) and will run the 

balance of the "season" (until next June's issue). 

 

Colin Umbach, Airways Editor 

cumbach@walterfedy.com 
 

 

 

Position Advertising 

in "Airways" Bulletin 

Position advertising continues to be available in the 

"Airways" Bulletin. The cost will be $100.00 per 

(reasonable sized) insert and will run for a period of 
3 issues (unless I am informed that the position has 

been filled). 

Any advertising insert MUST be provided as a sin-
gle .jpg file. You can scan your ad and send me the 

file or provide me with a hard copy which I will scan 

and insert. 
 

2016 Meeting Schedule 

This year's meeting schedule is summarized below. New products and/or services may be presented informally via a "technical ses-

sion" or a "table top demonstration" prior to dinner. After dinner, the main topic of the evening is presented by the "feature speaker". If 

you are interested in presenting a technical session, booking table top space to promote your product and/or service or, if you have a 

suggestion for a feature subject and/or speaker, please contact Mustafa Morsey (Programs Chair). There is a charge of $75.00 for 

"table top demonstration" space and this includes a business card ad for two months. 
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2016/2017 Monthly Meeting Schedule  
Date Topic Speaker Venue 

13-Sep-16 
Energy efficiency options for Com-
mercial Refrigeration equipment 

Vince Zolli Holiday Inn Burlington 

11-Oct-16 
Complementary Building Commis-
sioning Approach to Successful 
Building Operation 

Derek Cheung McMaster University 

08-Nov-16 Don’t Let Your BIM go “BOOM” Mitchell Swann Holiday Inn Burlington 

13-Dec-16 Social Event—Curling 

10-Jan-17 
VRM Showcase 
McMaster Music Institute 

TBD McMaster University 

14-Feb-17 
WalterFedy Showcase 
Energy Project 

TBD Holiday Inn Burlington 

14-Mar-17 Google Building Tour Tour Google Building, Waterloo 

03-Apr-17 Joint Meeting – Toronto TBD Holiday Inn Oakville 

10-May-17 Daikin—Internet of Things TBD Holiday Inn Burlington 

June Social Event—Golf 



 

 

 

Professional Development Certificates Now Available 

You can now receive a Certificate of Attendance for our monthly dinner meetings that awards you 

one Professional Development Hour for each meeting. 

 

Apply Online 

You can indicate if you want a certificate when you register online for the monthly dinner meetings. 

 

More Information 

If you have any questions about the Professional Development Hour Certificates, please contact our 
CTTC Char, Mustafa Morsy, mmorsy@deiassociates.ca. 
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National Engineering Month 

 

Ontario 2017 

 

Get Involved! 

 

Make A Difference!  

The countdown is on for National Engineering Month (NEM) 2017 and OACETT wants you to share 
your passion for science and technology with children, teens and adults in Ontario. 
 
Every March, engineering and engineering technology professionals volunteer their time and energy 
to show the public what the profession is all about.   
 
National Engineering Month Ontario is accepting funding applications for 2017 events, from now until 
November 18, 2016. There are three ways you can get involved: 
 

 College students can compete in the College Challenge for a cash prize of $2,500: http://
nemontario.ca/college-challenge/  

 Professionals and OACETT chapters can organize their own events: http://nemontario.ca/
propose-an-event/  

 New and unique events can qualify for 'Innovation Funding' or you can choose a pre-
designed innovative event from previous years: http://nemontario.ca/innovation/ 

About National Engineering Month 
 
Since 1992, March has been designated the month of engineering in Canada, celebrating engineer-
ing excellence across the country. In 2016, NEM Ontario co-ordinated 305 events province-wide, 
reaching an estimated 35,000 participants across the province. 
 
As the biggest celebration of engineering and engineering technology, NEM strives to recognize en-
gineering and engineering technology achievements, inspire the next generation of problem solvers 
and contribute to the advancement of the profession.  
 
OACETT and its partners, Professional Engineers Ontario, Ontario Society of Professional Engi-
neers and Engineers Without Borders oversee, co-ordinate, administer and manage the sponsorship 
of the NEM campaign in Ontario every year. Watch #NEM2017 and follow on Facebook, Twitter, 
LinkedIn and Instagram for all the fun!   
 
For more information, please contact nemontario@ewb.ca or check out http://nemontario.ca.  
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The world’s largest gathering of HVAC&R professionals is taking place this January in Las Vegas. 

ASHRAE’s Winter Conference line-up includes 8 Conference Tracks and Keynote Speaker Adam 

Steltzner, Chief Engineer EDL, NASA Mars Rover Curiosity &  Author. Register early for the best 

rates. The full technical program is now available. More information. 

 

Social Events 

Chinese New Year welcome party at Caesars Palace with a red carpet and photo booth, YEA Hospi-

tality Suite,  meet and greet with Mark Hall-Patton of The History Channel, President’s Luncheon, 
Member’s Night Out including dinner and entertainment at Caesars Palace. 

 

Technical & General Tours 

Hoover Dam Tour, Spring Reserves Archaeological History Tour,  El Segundo Sol Cooking Demon-
stration, Quirky Las Vegas City Tour 

 

Student Program 

Join your fellow student members at the Student Program. Events include an orientation, a mixer 

and updates and presentations on the Society and the industry  

 

Training Courses 

The ASHRAE Learning Institute (ALI) is offering five Full-Day Professional Development Seminars 
and 15 Half-Day Short Courses in conjunction with the 2017 ASHRAE Winter Conference and AHR 

Expo. Among the schedule of courses are three new seminars on Combined Heat & Power, Stand-
ard 90.1-2016 and Standard 62.1-2016, and four new courses on Refrigerants, Variable Refrigerant 
Flow, Appendix G of Standard 90.1, and Ground Source Heat Pump.  

 

Certifiication Exams 

Elevate your reputation among peers, in the workplace and among clients with an ASHRAE certifica-
tion.  Recognized by over 30 national, state and local government bodies – and with over 2,400 certi-
fications earned – ASHRAE certifications increasingly have become the must-have credential for 
built-environment professionals. 
Apply by Jan. 11 to sit for an ASHRAE Certification exam in one of these key fields: Energy Assess-
ment l Energy Modeling l Commissioning l Healthcare Facility Design l High Performance Building 
Design l Building Operations.  
Note: the NEW ASHRAE Building Commissioning Professional (BCxP) certification and recer-

tification exams will be offered. 
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